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National Collaborating Centre for                

Healthy Public Policy (NCCHPP)

Our mandate

– Support public health actors in their efforts to promote healthy

public policies

Our areas of expertise

– The effects of public policies on health

– Generating and using knowledge about policies

– Intersectoral actors and mechanisms

– Strategies to influence policy making
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HIA definition and process

“A combination of procedures, methods 

and tools by which a policy, program or 

project may be judged as to its potential 

effects on the health of a population and 

the distribution of those effects within the 

population” (WHO, 1999). “HIA identifies 

appropriate actions to manage those 

effects” (Quigley et al. 2006).
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HIA in the province of Quebec

Various government reports recommended the use of HIA

 Public Health Program for 2015-2025

http://publications.msss.gouv.qc.ca/msss/fichiers/2015/15-216-01W.pdf

 Quebec Government Policy on Health Prevention (PGPS) - 2016

http://publications.msss.gouv.qc.ca/msss/fichiers/2016/16-297-08W.pdf

 GPHP Interdepartmental Action Plan for 2017-2021

http://publications.msss.gouv.qc.ca/msss/fichiers/2017/17-297-02W.pdf
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HIA in a local context – Québec City

Key objectives

- Perform HIAs at different scales (regional, local,site) within the 

existing urban planning process

- Build a regional intersectoral capacity

- Assess HIA implementation in urban planning process
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HIA of a local urban plan
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Central location in the territory

Important crossing point

Diversified living environment

Located on the edge of three neighborhoods and two boroughs

Has never been the subject of overall planning 



Appraisal step
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Graphic design: T. Pilote



Summary of results
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Project objectives Determinants of health

Allard et al, 2017

https://www.esad.ulaval.

ca/files/esad/ESAD_per

specto_2017_Web.pdf

https://www.esad.ulaval.ca/files/esad/ESAD_perspecto_2017_Web.pdf


Recommendations
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Proposed recommendations Determinants of health

Allard et al, 2017

https://www.esad.ulaval.ca/

files/esad/ESAD_perspect

o_2017_Web.pdf

https://www.esad.ulaval.ca/files/esad/ESAD_perspecto_2017_Web.pdf


Another way to present recommendations
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To connect the cycle path to the 
cycle network on the north end 

Increase solar reflectance 
index (SRI) to > 78 on 
75% of all roofs 

Add several trees in parking 
areas 

Increase social diversity by adding 79 
social dwellings (10%)

Improve the sense of security in public spaces by 
including windows for 60% of the front wall of 
commercial buildings

Côté et al, 2016
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Urban project proposals

Québec city administration

Municipal Gov.: 2*

Public Health: 2

Vivre en Ville: 1

University : 2

NCCHPP: 1

Dév. Santé: 3

Technical team

Steering

Committee

(SC-HIA) 

Voting members

Working groups

Project 1 Project 2 Project 3

Delegates

from SC-HIA

Delegates

from SC-HIA

Delegates

from SC-HIA

Working group 1 Working group 2 Working group 3

Screening

Scoping

Appraisal & Reporting

Evaluation & Monitoring

Collaborative Framework

*: 2 representatives of 

the municipal gov.



Outcomes of the HIA experience in 

Québec City
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The use of HIA in Québec City

New positive 

intersectoral

collaborations

A change in 

the current

practice of 

urban planning 

Development 

of a common 

language

Concerns and 

responsibilities 

harmonized
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Are you interested in this topic? 

Visit us at www.ncchpp.ca for more 

resources on health impact assessment

Author: Thierno Diallo

Email: thierno.diallo@inspq.qc.ca

Production of this presentation has been made possible through a financial contribution 

from the Public Health Agency of Canada through funding for the National Collaborating 

Centre for Healthy Public Policy (NCCHPP). The views expressed herein do not necessarily 

represent the views of the Public Health Agency of Canada.


